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Context  
The proliferation of digital technology in 21st century society has resulted in the introduction of digital 
technologies to many curricula around the world (Starkey & Yates, 2022). In 2017, the technology education 
curriculum in Aotearoa New Zealand was revised, with the specific intent of introducing digital technologies. 
Framed as an opportunity to strengthen the place of digital technologies in the curriculum (Kellow, 2018), the 
revisions introduced two new technological learning areas, now comprising 40% of the technology curriculum. To 
date, there has been no critical review of this revisions process, specifically, how the different stakeholders, with 
particular emphasis on edtech companies, influenced the design of the curriculum. In this project, we aim to 
explore the network of actors, both public and private, that influenced and/or informed the curriculum revisions. 
This work seeks to build on the history of critical analyses of the economically driven reforms of technology 
education (see for example, O’Neill, 2004).   

Focus  
In this project, we seek to map the development of the 2017 technology education curriculum. Our inquiry will 
begin by collating all consultation, media coverage, and policy related to the curriculum reform, and in turn 
examine the relationships between these different actors involved. As a curriculum policy analysis (Ball, 1994), 
this approach will allow us to better understand the role that various stakeholders play(ed) in the development of 
the technology education curriculum in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

Opportunity  
This study will provide a Summer Research Scholar with the opportunity to develop their understanding of 
curriculum development in a national context. The scholar will have the opportunity to contribute to academic 
publications and develop skills related to data collection and management, qualitative analysis, research writing, 
communication and dissemination.  
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STUDENT SKILLS: 
• Detail oriented and able to self-manage multiple tasks
• Ability to summarise effectively and make connections between multiple different data sources
• Good academic writing skills and broader communications skills
• Willingness to seek support from University services; for example, attending available training sessions to support

document-based research and/or the use of analysis software
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PROJECT TASKS: 

1. Review existing publications  
2. Collate consultation, media and policy documentation   
3. Review policy and summarise for the project team  
4. Collating data from multiple sources (data management)  
5. Present a narrative of how the different policies interact  
6. Collaborate in framing the dissemination of the research 

 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: 
• Student’s Research Poster (as per clause 6 of the Scholarship regulations)  
• Completed database of documentation related to the curriculum reform  
• Preliminary findings of the research (in collaboration with project team)  
• Collaborative writing the first draft of this research for dissemination 

https://www.waikato.ac.nz/study/scholarships/find-a-scholarship/university-of-waikato-summer-research-scholarship/

